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DRIVE IN MOVIE – POSTPONED 

 
 
 
 

 
 
     
 
       Edge Protection Ltd Rotokauri School Drive In Movie 

 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all our sponsors for their support of the Rotokauri School 
drive in movie night, unfortunately due to the weather forecast for this Saturday night and the feedback 
we have received in regards to this time of year we have made the decision today to postpone this 
event until early 2015. 
 
Our committee is working hard to make this a successful event and we believe that postponing it is the 
best decision for all involved and we hope to lock in a new date as soon as we are able. Once we have 
new dates arranged we will be in touch to let everyone know. We will continue to run advertising in our 
school newsletter and around town on posters and flyers (once we have reprinted with new details). 
  
If you have purchased tickets to the drive in movie then please contact Marie Carlson directly 
on marie.carlson@outlook.co.nz or call 027 4303 844 
 
Again we thank everyone for their support 
 
Kind regards 
 
Marie Carlson 
Chairperson 
Rotokauri school PTA 

Edge Protection Ltd 

Ebbett Holden Astute Accounting Florist Ilene 
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Dear Parents 
Nga mihi o te wa kia koe me to whanau.                                   
 
 

 
Our positive environment will actively engage our students in learning. 
 
 
 
We are responsible, confident learners and communicators. 
 
 
 
Respect, Responsibility, Honesty, Persistence and Excellence. 
 

 

 

Christmas and the holidays are almost upon us.  It only seems like yesterday that we 
were welcoming our students back for the start of 2014, maybe time speeds up as you 
get older.  The end of year for many is a time of reflection and planning for the future. 
With all of 2014 National Standard data entered into our computer system we are 
currently looking at the areas in which we believe our students need support. Education in 
the last 10 years has become much more targeted at supporting the students who have 
the most learning needs. Each and every child’s case is supported by data and a series of 
testing procedures. The same can be said for our students who are involved in our gifted 
and talented programmes. It would be fair to say that education has become more 
individualised and is tailored towards the needs of the children and not a one size fits all, 
as had previously occurred throughout the world. 
 
Next year as a school we look forward to revisiting our curriculum. We want to give our 
students an advantage over other students around the world because this generation will 
be competing for jobs with people from around the globe. Our ability to be mobile and 
connected (Third World countries included) means that employment markets are 
continuously changing, along with skill requirements. 
 
Students from Rotokauri need to have a point of difference. They need to be able to think 
outside the square and be flexible in their problem solving strategies. They need to be 
resilient and be able to confidently communicate using a number of mediums and for a 
variety of audiences. They need to be forward thinking and strategic in making decisions, 
while still understanding and appreciating the importance of human relationships and 
values as the core for a successful life.  We look forward to working with our students and 
community next year as we undertake a series of trials, in a number of areas. 
 

ROTOKAURI SCHOOL VISION 

ROTOKAURI SCHOOL VALUES 

ROTOKAURI SCHOOL MISSION STATEMENT 

DOESN’T TIME FLY 
 



 

 

While reflecting I’d just like to thank the community for the support they have given the 
school over the last 12 months. There is a strong core of parents who get in behind all of 
our major events and help our incredible staff to support the students. 
 
I would also like to thank our senior students who have undertaken a couple of reviews 
themselves this year and have been a part of our digital classroom trial in term 4 of 2014. 
Your concept of team and the strong rapport you have with one another always gave 
myself and other staff members the confidence to try new things with you. In some ways 
this group of students have become trail blazers for the many students to come. This 
group of students were always confident to give new things a go and definitely always 
looked to the positive. I wish them all the best in the future, especially those that will leave 
us to carry on their learning at various high schools next year. 
 
With the end of the year approaching we say goodbye to some long standing members of 
the Rotokauri School community. Between Antonia Withey, Hayley Yorke and Karen 
Dashfield they must have a combined time of over 25 years on the PTA. In that time they 
have raised tens of thousands of dollars in fundraising and just as important have 
organised many social activities over the last decade. The ladies were well supported by 
their husbands who also immersed themselves in our school.  Shane Withey helped 
develop the beautification plan and was always available to give advice on building, while 
both Tim Dashfield and Darryl Yorke took on governance rolls on the Board.  Darryl 
taught me, from a business perspective, that if something wasn’t written down then it 
wasn’t said.  While Tim often encouraged the Board to see things through a left field 
perspective.  Thank you for your commitment to our school over a very long period of 
time. 

Many of you would have read the article in the Waikato Times earlier this month regarding 
Rotokauri Rise, a subdivision planned by Tainui in our local area. We met with a Ministry 
representative last week and just to confirm what they said - there is no new high school 
planned by the Ministry over the next few areas in this region and the Ministry will not be 
changing our zone to accommodate the sections which you currently see being prepared 
for development on Rotokauri Road. To keep you informed we are going to meet with the 
Ministry more often. 

Janice Skiffington is currently on leave to care for her terminally ill mother and will not 
return this term. Suzanne Welch, a very experienced teacher is working with our students 
in Room 4. Welcome and thank you Suzanne – we hope you enjoy your experience at 
Rotokauri School. 

People have in the past asked how the decile rating system works.  The Ministry 
published an article in the Education Gazette this week which covers some of the 
questions that you may have raised. 

MEETING WITH THE MINISTRY 
 

DECILE RATING 
 

ROOM 4 UPDATE 
 



 

 

 



 

 

Next year Hamilton will play host to the Under-20 World Cup Soccer Tournament and the 
World Cup Cricket Tournament. These events for Hamilton are few and far between, 
especially at this level of competition. It’s important that the whole of Hamilton gets in 
behind these events as it a win/win for everyone.  As a school we will be involved in the 
selling of soccer packages which you may have viewed in our last newsletter. 

Everything revolves around numbers and in terms of local demographics that is a little out 
of a schools control. Next year the numbers are far more balanced and can be 
accommodated into our current structure more readily. From Room 2 up, children will 
transfer straight into the next class up.  With the juniors there may be a couple of students 
who miss a teacher in their movement through the school but as our classes are 
composite/blended they DO NOT miss a teaching level. 
 
Teachers and classes for 2015: 
Room 1 -  Year 1       Mrs Evans 
Room 2 -  Year 1 / 2  Miss Smith 
Room 3 -  Year 2 / 3  Miss Kempthorne 
Room 4 -  Year 3 / 4  Mrs Skiffington 
Room 5 -  Year 4 / 5  Miss Cooper 
Room 6 -  Year 5 / 6  Mr Watkins 
Room 7 -  Year 7 / 8  Mrs Sanders 

Remember, we have a backup for our prizegiving should the weather not be appropriate 
for holding our event outdoors.  The Fraser High School Assembly Hall will be our backup 
venue.  We are hopeful that the weather plays the game and that you can bring your 
picnic rugs and join us on the field. 
A reminder this is not a show - it’s an award ceremony celebrating the successes of our 
students who have achieved to a high standard this year in a number of academic and 
social fields. 

What an amazing experience to be able to go away with your friends and teachers to a 
new environment and enjoy each other’s company for a few days. This creates close 
bonds, lifelong friendships and memories that we can get to revisit. 
Many schools no longer run camps which is a bit of a shame.  As from 1st December 
many outdoor adventure contractors will no longer be able to offer their service as they 
don’t make enough money to pay for the proposed annual audit. 
 
Thank you to our staff for continuing to offer these outdoor experiences. 
 
 
 
 

BIG EVENTS NEXT YEAR 
 

CLASS MAKE UP FOR 2015 
 

PRIZEGIVING 
 

SENIOR CAMP 
 



 

 

We run these all the time at school. All students know what to do when they hear the 
alarm. With a number of deaths recently in Hamilton the question we need to ask is do 
they know what to do at home? 

We finish on Friday 19th December at 12.30 pm.  All students need to be collected by 
12.45 pm. Staff will not be on site from 12.50 pm.   

Dear Rotokauri Parents 
 
School is closing early on Friday, 19 December so there will be no after school care on 
the last day of term.  Please arrange alternative care for your children so they can be 
picked up at 12.30 pm. 
 
We hope you have a fantastic summer holiday and a very Merry Christmas. 
 
Kind regards 
Anna Bjerring 
Rotokauri Before and After School Care Manager 

Both Linda and Victoria are due to give birth at the end of January.   We wish them all the 
best and look forward to catching up with them once their new arrivals are here.  

School will reopen for instruction on Thursday 5th February.  Enjoy your time off with 
family and friends and we will catch up with you next year. 

New World vouchers are on sale at the school office.  $50.00 buys you a $55.00 voucher. 
They can only be redeemed at New World Te Rapa and are valid until 30 March 2015.   

We still have a small number of keys available to purchase.  The cost for the season is 
$75.00 with $10.00 returned at the end of the season when your key is returned.  If you 
would like a key please call into the school office to sign a form.  First in first served. 

If you know of a company that is going to turn its computers over in the next 6 months can 
you please notify the school. 

LAST DAY OF TERM 
 

EMERGENCY EVACUATIONS 
 

MESSAGE FROM ATMOSPHERE 

GOOD LUCK LADIES 
 

2015 OPENING DATE 
 

NEW WORLD VOUCHERS FOR SALE 

POOL KEYS 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 



 

 

JUNIOR  SCHOOL  ATHLETICS  RESULTS 
SPRINTS 
Gender Age 1st 2nd 3rd 
Boys 5 yr olds Angus Elliott Asher Hapi Alex Porter 
Girls 5 yr olds Bella’Capri Nelson Hannah Hobbs Nadia Peng 
Boys 6 yr olds Lamayne Clark Elias Barber Marama Tangiora 
Girls 6 yr olds Paige Moka Ella Prangnell Lily Allen 
Boys 7 yr olds Ethan Phillip Oscar Stratford Riley Cornelissen 
Girls 7 yr olds Anaiya Nelson Jessica Cuff Kayla Westgate 

SHOTPUT 
Gender Age 1st 2nd 3rd 
Boys 5 yr olds Alex Porter Cooper McLean Caleb Jacobs 
Girls 5 yr olds Bridgette Donny Bella’Capri  Nelson Tamsin Rose 
Boys 6 yr olds Lamayne Clark Elias Barber Seth Westgate 
Girls 6 yr olds Ella Prangnell Lily Allen Isla Kahaki 
Boys 7 yr olds Ethan Phillip Cooper Miller Oscar Stratford 
Girls 7 yr olds G’arni-Lee Clark Baylee Montgomery Anaiya Nelson 

DISCUS 
Gender Age 1st 2nd 3rd 
Boys 5 yr olds Jesse Zillwood Caleb Jacobs Cooper McLean 
Girls 5 yr olds Tamsin Rose Bella’Capri Nelson Bridgette Donny 
Boys 6 yr olds Akira Clifton Lamayne Clark Jayden Ward 
Girls 6 yr olds Bailey Brooks Jessica Tunnell / 

Lily Allen 
Ella Prangnell 

Boys 7 yr olds Brooklyn 
Snelgrove 

Ethan Phillip Carter Jackways 

Girls 7 yr olds Jessica Cuff Jessica Munro G’arni-Lee Clark 

HIGH  JUMP 
Gender Age 1st 2nd 3rd 
Boys 5 yr olds Angus Elliott Asher Hapi Ciaran Williams-

Thomas 
Girls 5 yr olds Bella’Capri Nelson Keira Cowley Bella Wilson 
Boys 6 yr olds Lamayne Clark Marama Tangiora Jayden Ward 
Girls 6 yr olds Natal Birks Aidah Ali Lily Allen 
Boys 7 yr olds Riley Cornelissen Ethan Phillip Cooper Miller 
Girls 7 yr olds Anaiya Nelson Kayla Westgate Jessica Cuff /    

G’arni-Lee Clark 

LONG  JUMP 
Gender Age 1st 2nd 3rd 

Boys 5 yr olds Asher Hapi Alex Porter Jesse Zillwood 
Girls 5 yr olds Bella’Capri Nelson Keira Cowley Nadia Peng 
Boys 6 yr olds Elias Barber Lamayne Clark Marama Tangiora 
Girls 6 yr olds Jessica Tunnell Ella Prangnell Isla Kahaki 
Boys 7 yr olds Ethan Phillip Oscar Stratford Cooper Miller 
Girls 7 yr olds Anaiya Nelson Jessica Cuff G’arni-Lee Clark 

 
 
 
 



 

 

Next year all of our school, with the exception of the new entrant class (Room 1), will be 
working online with the math programme Math Whizz.  This programme was trialled by 
some members of Room 5 earlier this year with great success.  The Board, as in the 
previous year, will financially support this programme for all students.  Parents will be 
asked to fund $30 through the student’s stationery list. 

         
 

MATHS SUPPORT ONLINE 

PHOTO FROM THE SENIOR LEGO OPTION 

DANCE CLASSES 
From Term One, 2015 Katie Moore a qualified  

Dance Teacher is offering dance classes at lunch 

times.  Katie is an RAD Ballet Teacher with a 

Bachelor of Dance from AUT University. 

A free trial class will be offered in Week 2, 2015. 

Please express your interest by emailing Katie on  

katie-moore@hotmail.com 

Cost: $5.00 per class - $35 for Term One 
 

mailto:katie-moore@hotmail.com


 

 

Ssatrohs Excavation & Landscape 

 

 
 

Section & Lifestyle Contouring 

Driveway Grooming 

Section Clearing, small jobs 

Delivery of: gravel, sand, soil, mulch & more 
 

Ph Rhys: 021 350 307 

 
 



 

 

 

 

         
 
 
 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 


