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Dear Parents 
Nga mihi o te wa kia koe me to whanau.                                   
 
 

 
Our positive environment will actively engage our students in learning. 
 
 
 
We are responsible, confident learners and communicators. 
 
 
 
Respect, Responsibility, Honesty, Persistence and Excellence. 
 

 

 

One of the things that visitors notice when they come to our school is our values which 
the students demonstrate on a daily basis.  Each term we promote one of our five values. 
This term we will be promoting the value of excellence.  Excellence can be found all 
through our school in children from different ages, cultures and in different curriculum 
areas. 
What does excellence look like at our school?  A few years back we got the students and 
the teachers to write down 3 statements that best represented excellence at Rotokauri 
School. They are as follows:     
                                                                                                          

 I will do my best. 

 I will take pride in what I do. 

 I will celebrate my success. 

If you see something that you would regard as excellence by one of our students please 
drop me a line so that we can celebrate the achievement also. 
mgoodson@rotokauri.school.nz  

Last term probably had one of the highest rates of sickness amongst Hamilton Schools 
for many years. What did come out of the sickness was the difficulty in contacting some 
parents whose children had become sick during the day. We realise that often the local 
school is not the first port of call when you change your mobile phone, but if you could 
update us with your latest contact number that would be very useful. 
Earlier in the year we said that we would be trying to send all newsletters via email in the 
4th term of 2014. To do this we need to get the email addresses of all parents. If you could 
pass this information to Sharon it would be much appreciated. 
 

ROTOKAURI SCHOOL VISION 

ROTOKAURI SCHOOL VALUES 

ROTOKAURI SCHOOL MISSION STATEMENT 

VALUES 
 

REMINDER ABOUT COMMUNICATION 
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We have been lucky to be included in a very prestigious visit by 45 student ambassadors 
from Beijing. They are visiting Australia and New Zealand as part of a goodwill tour which 
will involve meeting the Auckland Mayor and our Prime Minister. We will be hosting our 
visitors on Wednesday, 6th August. They will be viewing our classrooms and have an 
opportunity to see our local zoo. We are hoping that this is just the start of our relationship 
with China. We are in the process of trying to gain a sister school in that region and have 
had some wonderful conversations with the New Zealand Embassy in Beijing. 

We are currently in communication with Fraser High School regarding the use of their 
facilities for a show that we would like to put on at the end of the term. This will involve 
having practices at Fraser High School. We require all of our students to be involved in 
this informal production. The date for this show is Thursday, 25th September. This show 
will be an evening event. More information on this in the coming newsletters. 

Top staff are the cornerstone of all great schools. During term 2 I completed attestations 
on all staff and then made a summary to our Board. Here are some of the great 
professional characteristics of our staff in 2014: 
 

 Teachers are very open to refining their teaching practice based on Ministry 

courses they may have attended. People running courses on behalf of the Ministry 

have noted a very positive working climate within the school. 

 Teachers have taken on additional professional courses in Māori, IT and literacy, 
as well as Maths. 

 Teachers are creating strong learning environments that promotes the importance 
of education to our students. There is a sense across the school that teachers are 
trying to make the students more responsible for their own learning and that they 
are teaching student’s skills that make them more independent. 

 Students are very engaged in learning across the school. 

 Technology is now being assimilated more naturally across all learning areas. 
Students are using IT not only to find information but also to share with specific 
audiences. 

 Students are not falling between the gaps. Students receive specialised support 
when identified by numerous procedures. 

Much of our reporting to parents in the senior school is completed at this time of the year. 
Being a parent myself whenever I receive my children’s reports I tend to go straight to the 
comments area. I just want to know that my children are socialising well with other 
students and are trying to the best of their own ability. When I go to interviews I just want 
to know how I can help the teacher to help my child to be the best they can be. 
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QUALITY TEACHERS AT ROTOKAURI SCHOOL 
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Mathletics has been operating at Rotokauri School for 7 months and some of the 
progress made by children has been fantastic. The following three students are the top 
three for our school in terms of the amount of concepts they have mastered: 
1st      Petrice Vincent 
2nd       Parsa Soltanizand 
3rd        Lauren King 

Question 3 
Our online student survey showed that 80% of our students thought that Mathletics had 
made a difference to their Maths learning. 
Question 4 
Amount of time spent at home using Mathletics? 
Less than one hour                  36.17% 
One to two hours                     34.04% 
Two to five hours                     25.53% 
More than 5 hours                     4.26% 
Question 5 
The amount of time spent on Mathletics at school? 
Less than one hour                  43.48% 
One to two hours                     41.30% 
Three to four hours                  10.87% 
More than 5 hours                     4.35% 
Question 6 
Type of devices owned? 
Desktop Computer                   54.35% 
Laptop Computer                     65.22% 
Tablet Computer                      76.09% 
e-book reader                          13.04% 
Playstation                               26.09% 
Xbox                                         26.09% 
Wii                                            19.57% 
Question 7 
What do you use devices for? 
Gaming and entertainment       47.73% 
Keeping in touch                       22.73% 
Learning                                    25.00% 
Downloading music and photos  4.55% 
Question 8 
Would you like to use IT more often as a way of learning at school? 
Yes            85.11%                      No          4.26%                       Unsure            10.64% 
Question 9 
Would your parents be interested in you using more IT in the classroom to help you 
learn? 
Yes        63.83%                          No        14.89%                      Unsure    21.28% 
 

MATHLETICS 
 

STUDENT ONLINE SURVEY RESULTS 



 

 

Successive Boards have been supportive and proactive in making sure that our students 
have some of the most modern Information Technology equipment available. As from last 
week we had 110 devices in the school. This number does not include cameras, videos 
and overhead projectors. Later on this year we would like to show you these in action in 
our classrooms.   

Well done everyone!  It’s a credit that 176 
participants managed to raise $5,100 for music and 
science equipment. 
 
Well done to Lily Allen, winner of the bike. 
 
Also a special mention to Alex Dashfield and 
Gemma Yorke who also did an amazing job with 
sponsorship. 
 

Our latest batch of computers has come from Fonterra and we must acknowledge the 
work behind the scenes that Mr Teale did to negotiate these computers for our school. 
Thanks Mr Teale. 

We are one of 1470 schools that are involved in the Milk for Schools programme. We 
could not have implemented this project without the support of our senior student helpers 
who each day give out the milk. Thank you seniors. 

A school of 200 students can collect a lot of old resources. At the end of last term 
Suzanne Miller spent a whole morning cleaning out our server room. Thanks Suzanne, 
we can now see all the floor and shelves. 

Thanks to all the parents who paid the school donation in full and/or made other 
arrangements with Sharon. The percentage did rise to just over 50% but not to the 
required level to give out the $500 incentive. Continue to feel free to make arrangements 
with Sharon at the office. 
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It’s nice to see Rotokauri students doing well no 
matter where they may be. I often get parents of 
past pupils telling me what their children are now 
doing and it’s nice when the past students are doing 
things that they really enjoy.  

 
         
 
                                           

Jason Dockerty at 
Rotokauri School 

in 2004 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Our senior students really enjoyed their options afternoons and according to the review 
that they filled out would like to do something similar again in Term 4. 
We could not have been as successful in this programme without the support of a couple 
of parent helpers who took some of our students for Art. Thank you Heather Perring and 
Rosemary Pritchard for their support with our students. 

There was an amazing amount of interest towards the World Cup recently and thanks to 
Mr Monaghan we had a World Cup soccer ball to give out to the student that managed to 
predict the winning team of the 2014 World Cup. In the end 5 students had selected 
Germany to win.  I then selected a couple of seniors to organise the draw. 
Congratulations to Amber Belle whose name was drawn out. 

All of our school will be attending a Hiwi the Kiwi show, which is about conservation. This 
according to other schools that have viewed the show is pretty amazing. This show will 
take place on 14 August. Our students are only required to pay $2 as our PTA have very 
kindly offered to pay for the remainder of the attendance fee. 
Thank you PTA. 
 

PAST ROTOKAURI  
PUPIL DOING WELL  
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These will now take place on the afternoon of 2 September starting at 1.30 pm.  We had 
to make a change from the original date as we had a clash with the junior soccer 
tournament.  Envelopes will be coming home in the next few weeks.  If your child has 
been in a sport or cultural team and does not receive an envelope, please contact Sharon 
in the school office. 

Our School is still a country or rural school and many of our city neighbours like this 
country atmosphere and have therefore chosen to send their children to Rotokauri 
School.  City schools are often very envious of the opportunities offered to country pupils 
and this is why we are seeking your support for our Agricultural Day. 
 
Unless we get more pupils participating it could be lost from Rotokauri School forever. 
Rotokauri has a long and proud history of calf, lamb and goat Agriculture Days to uphold 
and it is up to the present day pupils, staff and parents for it to continue or be lost. 
 
Animals are all obtainable from local farmers who are always keen to support the 
Agriculture Day movement giving help to children and educating them in the care and 
presentation of their animals.  Not only do some farmers supply an animal some will even 
supply food as well.  Even if you do have to provide milk powder yourself at the end of the 
exercise you have an animal to keep, sell or return to the farmer and your child has had a 
unique opportunity to bond and completely care for an animal and show it as well. 
In many cases this may be their only chance to do this in their entire lifetime. If you would 
like help obtaining an animal, please ask Sharon in the school office. 
 
Many past pupils and adults in our community today have happy memories of their 
school’s calf club days.  We don’t want to see Rotokauri School in danger of losing this 
special day from its annual programme and we urge you to consider giving it your support 
now and in the future. 
 
We are always keen to get volunteers to train as judges.  Please enquire at the school 
office. 
 
More information in newsletters to follow.  Entry forms will be sent home soon. 
 
Rotokauri Agricultural Day            22 October 2014 
Gordonton Group Day                   28 October 2014 
Waikato A & P Show Day              31 October 2014 

A few weeks ago I was speaking to the Principal from Whatawhata School regarding a 
trolley derby that we held 18 months ago on our school field. Whatawhata School have 
access to a road that is about to get commissioned next month and inquired if we and 
other schools would like to be involved in a trolley derby. I thought that some of you may 
still have your trolleys from our last event. If so and they are legal in relation to the rules 
and specifications feel free to enter them in this event.  See information following. 
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FIFA U-20 World Cup 2015 
 

Hamilton North Football Club are providing you the opportunity to attend the FIFA U-20 
World Cup 2015 in New Zealand.  There are 7 host cities and we are all proud that 
Hamilton is one of them. This is our chance to be the great kiwi hosts we are known for 
and ensure the stadiums are full of people, noise, colour and movement.  Play your part 
to ensure we create the biggest celebration of global football ever seen in New Zealand. 
Below is some information for you. 
 
24 teams from Asia, Africa, Europe, South America, Central and North America and 
Oceania will qualify for this event between May 2014- March 2015, and we know that 
New Zealand and Fiji have already qualified. 
 
Games for Waikato Stadium are on: 
Sunday 31 May 2015 - 1pm and 4pm, (double header group games) 
Wednesday 3rd June 2015 - 4pm and 7pm, (double header group games) 
Saturday 6th June 2015 - 1pm and 4pm, (double header group games) 
Thursday 11th June 2015 - 7.30pm, (round of 16 match) 
Sunday 14th June 2015 - 1pm, (quarter-final match - ticket not included in venue pack) 
 
8 games all up, 6 pool matches, a round of 16 and a quarter-final match. 
 
Venue pack prices which include 7 matches (quarter-final not included) at Waikato 
Stadium are Adult - $87.00 +  $6 service fee Child - $30.00 + $6 service fee Family - 
$204.00 + $18.00 service fee *Family pack is 2 adults and 2 kids *kids must be 14 and 
under at the time of the tournament.  
 
These prices include our Hamilton North 25% discount as we have sold an amazing 
amount of packs. One of the highest amount of ticket sales by a club in New Zealand 
and we are really proud of that. 
 
Purchasing a venue pack also gets you: 
- First access to purchase quarter-finals  
  (we have one in Hamilton) and semi-finals tickets 
- Optional entry into the FIFA U-20 World Cup 2015  
  Final ballot. 
 
Venue packs will not be available next year so ensure you  
get your tickets early. If you are interested in other Host  
Cities venue packs we can make an enquiry for you. 
 
Contact Nicole Mills  
Hamilton North Football Club 
secretary@hamiltonnorthfootball.org.nz  
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